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began to vanish like magic. The Presbyterians, who,
it must be remembered, were in theory Eoyalist, and
practically becoming so every day in a greater degree,
naturally were only too glad to accept a nomination of
Ormonde's. Monk was sent for by the Irish committee
of the Council of State sitting at Derby House. There
he pledged his honour that he would faithfully serve
the Parliament in the Irish war, and announced himself
ready to start at a day's notice. What was said about
the Covenant is a mystery, but the committee reported
to the House that he was ready to take it. That he
did not take it is certain, for this was the chief ground
on whicn the Ulster-Scotch quarrelled with him three
years afterwards. It is difficult even to believe that
honest George said he was ready to do so. The am-
biguous expression looks strangely like an ingenious
piece of jockeying on the part of Lisle, who was a
member of the Derby House committee, to make it
easy for the Presbyterians to consent to Monk's ap-
pointment. At all events it had the desired effect,
and with only one dissentient voice it was voted that
Colonel Monk should be employed as the committee
directed.

Lord Lisle was less successful in his own case. Not
till Christmas did he get his route, and still there were
obstacles which prevented Mm sailing till the middle of
February., Even then he did not go to Dublin. Ormonde
and the parliamentary commissioners had not been able
to agree on the details of the surrender, and Lisle had to
land in Cork. It was the 21st of the month before he
reached his command, and his commission would expire
on April 15th. Barely two months remained of his terman a commonwealth,
